ANDREW AND INGRID'S JANUARY, 2016 PRAYER REQUESTS
   




You are coming to a KING;





Large petitions with you bring,





For his grace and power are such,





None can ever ask too much…
The lines of John Newton, the converted West African slave trader, remind us that we need not fear to bring to God the seemingly hopeless situations, and the issues that seem to be insoluble.  Here are some  large petitions we may all bring to God at the opening of 2016:
Let us pray constantly for a halt to the slaughter in South Sudan, and a full end to the civil war there that most of the world has already forgotten.  Let us pray continually for the Christians of South Sudan,  that the Church may reflect and express the reconciliation  that the fragile nation so desperately needs.
Let us pray for movements of God’s Spirit among young Muslims, that will strengthen the recognition that God is the Compassionate and Merciful One, and quench the spirit of hatred and destruction, and lead many to see the fuller meaning of what Muslims already confess, that Jesus is the anointed Messiah of God.   And as Africa comes to occupy the place in the Christian world once occupied by Europe, let us pray for African Christians in all their relations with Muslims, especially in nations where religion becomes a factor in the search for political power . And let us pray for African Christian scholars  who will be able to open new paths of communication with Muslims.
For centuries, the main centres of the Christian faith lay in the Middle East and North Africa, and from there missionary movements brought the Gospel to other places. Now across much of that region Christians are under immense pressure, and  in some of it a programme is in place to eliminate them completely. Let us hold our fellow believers there up before God.
Let us pray  for Western churches, perplexed,  divided and now too often crippled and limited in capability from controversies over sexuality and marriage.  We are constantly distressed that the churches of the West seem to have decided that they can settle these  issues on their own, without reference to the Church outside the West. This has done untold damage.  Let us pray for Christians to act as a worldwide  family, thinking together and considering the Scriptures together in relation to the issues that arise in human societies.
In any such undertaking , centres for Christian thinking and scholarship such as the Akrofi-Christaller Institute where we serve in Ghana, will play a crucial part. We are constantly aware that the Institute  operates large scale programmes within an international (and pan- African) ecumenical community of a range and quality that would amaze some of the Western institutions we know,  and does so on  a shoestring, its devoted staff working grindingly hard. We have decided to pray for major new sources of funding  for the Institute. We would love you to join us in this.   
And in this too: praises to Jah for the South Sudanese student scheduled to begin MA studies in Holistic Ministry and Development at ACI this January! Pray with us that there will be support for many more such students at ACI in the future.
And for us, as we ponder our various engagements this year, those planned and those as yet unknown, we ask especially for discernment, as we seek to know the will of God as to where we should be and which tasks should have priority; for stamina and endurance in addressing  tasks, not least in writing, that require those qualities;  for health and strength to be able to meet those demands , and, a happy issue in the long and tortuous process of Ingrid’s status with the British immigration authorities, as this moves to a new stage shortly.
In Thanks for all your prayers and praises for/with us,
Andrew and Ingrid
