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     Leisa has been invited by the South Sudan Presbyterian Church to help them provide quality education, and instill Christian values, in the South Sudanese. She is working in some of the most marginalized villages of South Sudan, where education is almost non-existent.
She writes:

      “I just returned from a seven day trip to Pochalla in the Jonglei State of South Sudan. Pochalla is a small village that is really isolated. There is no road connecting it to other villages and towns and the Akobo River is not navigable. In fact, by swimming across the river one enters the country of Ethiopia. In order to bring in food and supplies from there, it takes the purchaser 8 – 10 hours each way by bicycle. Otherwise, the supplies have to be airdropped.

       “Many of the elementary schools there are held under the trees and are called forest schools. The pupils have to carry their chairs (or stools or sitting stones) to school each day, and because many do not have food to eat before coming to school, the school day is only from 8 to noon.  Getting an education is not easy at all. I hope that in my work I can help to make their schooling more enjoyable and meaningful. Most of the children were so excited to speak English with me while others were too shy to try.

       “Thanks for the continuing support of the Shenango Presbytery community.  Without each of you, I could not be here.”
PRAYER REQUESTS: For the South Sudan Education and Peace Building Initiative in its provision of education for children; for peace in the new nation of South Sudan. 
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